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Campus at the Grand River and West M-50 
the story behind the door 
A door may allow you easily to enter a room or it 
may block your way as surely as a wall, but the door 
in this picture unmistakably invites you to come in. No 
one need even touch it to get in, because it hangs in 
open air with space on either side for a person to pass. 
This door tells callers that Grand Valley State College 
is open for business, not the business of educating stu-
dents as yet, but the business of planning for the day in 
the fall of 1963 when its first students will begin their 
studies at this new college. 
The campus site is 740 acres of farming land at west 
M-50 and the Grand River, seven miles from the city 
limits of Grand Rapids. There the land rises high above 
the west river bank, and the bluff overlooking the river 
divides into deep, wooded ravines which reach back for 
long distances into the site. Tops of trees protruding 
from the ravines border the narrow plateaus where the 
buildings will be. 
Construction of the first building will start in the 
summer of 1962 and will have a completion date of July, 
1963. Then the doors on the campus will give the same 
welcome to students as the door in the cover picture 
now gives to all who would read more of the story be-
hind it. But first ... 
PRELIMINARY CAMPUS PLAN 
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l. ENTRANCES 
2. MAIN DRIVE AND PARKING AREA 
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the story .be/ ore the door 
Most colleges started in modern times are offshoots of 
existing institutions, subject to their policies and tradi-
tions, but such is not the case of Grand Valley. It was 
organized as an independent state supported school with 
a governing board of its own. 
The idea for a new college in this area began with a 
study of higher education in Michigan made by Dr. 
John Dale Russell, who said that, instead of greatly ex-
panding existing institutions, a new college should be 
formed, and the most likely location was Grand Rapids. 
Kent county and the seven counties surrounding it, 
Allegan, Barry, Ionia, Montcalm, Muskegon, Newaygo 
and Ottawa, will have by 1965 a college-age population 
exceeding 50,000 beyond a fair commuting distance from 
any other state college. Further studies by Dr. John X. 
Jamrich indicated that many of these prospective stu-
dents could not afford to attend a college away from 
home, but, if facilities were available to them within 
commuting distance, the cost of a higher education 
would be within their reach. 
Through the efforts of a citizens' committee and state 
legislators from this area, a bill was passed during the 
session of 1960 authorizing the establishment of Grand 
Valley College. With the appointment of a nine-member 
board of control by the governor, the new ini;titution 
had its birth on October 17, 1960, when the board held 
its initial meeting. 
A condition of the bill was that the hoard of control 
first acquire a suitable site and raise a million dollars in 
capital assets through donations. This condition was 
speedily met by a generous response to a volunteer fund 
drive. The site which is near Allendale in Ottawa Coun-
ty was then selected, and the state legislature in 1961 
appropriated the first state funds for the operation of 
the college. On July 1, 1961, the offices of administra-
tion were opened. 
Though the college is still too young to have a student 
body, it is planning for its adulthood and the students 
it will have. To those students, their school counselors, 
and their families, and to all who are interested in the 
progress and prospects of Grand Valley, this booklet 
introduces the plans being made behind the door which 
opened this story. 
plans for the college schedule 
Time for learning need have no calendar, but school 
time must be organized. Grand Valley will schedule its 
operations according to a system of 12-week quarters, 
beginning in the fall of 1963 and continuing: 
a winter quarter from January into March 
a spring quarter from April into June 
a summer quarter from July into September 
a fall quarter from October into December 
In each quarter full-time students will take three courses. 
After the initial class has started, high school grad-
uates, beginning in 1964, may enter either at the sum-
mer or the fall term, and the same will be true for 
junior college graduates beginning in 1965. Once stu-
dents have entered, they may remain enrolled the year 
around until they have earned their bachelor's degrees 
within three years instead of the usual four. To serve 
the objectives of a steady year-round use of the campus, 
the college will try to have students who want to inter-
rupt their attendance do so during different quarter-
terms and not only in the summer. 
Daily and weekly schedules of instruction will be 
planned to serve the maximum. number of students and 
to make the most intensive use possible of the campus 
facilities. Class time will probably occupy no more than 
a third of the student's academic hours. The greater 
emphasis will be on independent study. Each learning 
center will provide students with ample, well-designed 
spaces for individual and group study. Meals will be 
served at the college common rooms. For needed diver-
sion, students will have opportumtles to participate m 
sports and clubs and to enjoy the social and cultural 
activities which belong to a well-rounded collegiate ex-
perience. 
Public economic considerations dictate that state-
provided educational facilities be used intensively to 
serve the ever-increasing number of students. A year-
round full program of instruction can serve 25 per cent 
more students with the same facilities than a program 
which stops for three months every summer. Increased 
daily and weekly hours can have a similar effect. 
Whether a student attends Grand Valley on a year-
round basis so that he may enter graduate work or start 
his career as early as possible, or he elects to take a 
quarter each year away from campus, he should expect 
his college education to achieve a momentum which will 
carry far beyond graduation. If this college could write 
its diplomas in disappearing ink, that would be one 
way of letting its students know what it means to call 
the end of formal education a "commencement". 
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plans for the college program 
The purpose of a college program is to put values on 
the different functions which a college may fulfill. The 
functions on which Grand Valley will place the greatest 
value are to occur in its academic centers of learning. 
The first building will constitute a learning center for a 
group of 240 to 480 students, and as enrollments increase, 
new centers will be organized on the same basis. There 
students will receive instruction through lectures, demon-
strations, and discussions, aided by audio-video presenta-
tions. There also students will do the greater part of 
their studying at sound-protected desks reserved for them. 
A combination of study and instructional spaces in one 
building, along with offices of the instructors, will readily 
permit increasing emphasis on independent study by the 
students under the guidance of the faculty. 
Grand Valley intends to retain the virtues of a small 
college, even as it expands and acquires the advantages 
of greater size. Each learning center will function as a 
small college where a limited number of students will 
be assigned for most of their studies in each quarter--
term. Thus, each student may have a close identity 
with a small faculty-student group. At the same time 
the college will plan for the benefits of becoming large, 
by providing science laboratories and a main library to 
serve the college as a whole, though in the earlier years 
these facilities will have to be established temporarily 
on a limited scale in the other academic buildings. 
All learning centers will be joined in a common com-
munications system, so that students in all of them can 
share in the teaching of the most highly qualified faculty 
members or distinguished visitors. All students and staff 
together may take an all-college course in a subject of 
wide interest from an outstanding authority who has 
been invited to spend a term on campus. 
Physical fitness will be as surely an object of the 
program as good grounding in academic subjects .. Every-
one will participate in some program of exernses or 
intramural athletics, so that all may attain the level of 
physical fitness essential to good health. 
Although each student will make his "office" on cam-
pus in a single learning center for most of his academic 
work, he will make liberal use of other campus areas as 
he moves for his other activities into the library, the 
labs, the athletic fields, or the common rooms. The 
college will be a lively place where students will share 
a variety of rewarding experiences both within and 
beyond its academic walls. 
plans for the curricttlum 
In making its curriculum, a college lists its entries in 
the race of education to keep up with the expansion 
of human knowledge and with the many tasks modern 
society asks of its educated people. 
Grand Valley believes that the race should not be 
run by having a long list of courses, in the conviction 
that no college can successfully spread its teaching to 
encompass all of knowledge or many of the varied spe-
cialities useful in our modern world. The board of 
control has recorded its decision to emphasize those 
courses commonly associated with liberal education: the 
humanities and the arts, the physical and the social 
sciences. Grand Valley believes that a student educated 
in the methods and content of basic disciplines will 
advance further in his life work by having acquired 
the techniques of study and investigation which will 
enable him to continue his learning and apply himself 
well to any task he undertakes. 
As extensive as the subject matter of even the basic 
disciplines may be, it will not be covered by trying to 
include everything under a few general survey courses. 
Instead, areas of each subject will be selected for just 
the typical and intensive experience they offer. Gaps 
left between the contents of different courses may be 
bridged by a system of examinations asking students to 
correlate what they have learned in separate disciplines. 
Students will be allowed to concentrate on subjects of 
major interest, but some experience within each of a 
variety of fields for study will be required. 
Fundamental planning and imagination freely applied 
will go into developing the curriculum of this new 
college. As yet, the specific courses have not been de-
lineated, nor have the areas of professional training. A 
further bulletin will provide this information well be-
fore admissions applications are invited. 
plans for adnzission of sfttdents 
Applications for admission to Grand Valley's first 
freshman class will be accepted beginning in the fall of 
1962. Probably this first class, starting in the fall of 
1963, will be limted to 240, and the following year an 
equal number will be admitted. The first junior class 
in 1965 will be larger, to accommodate transfers from 
the area's junior colleges, and the later classes will be 
greater as the facilities of the college expand. 
The small size of the early classes does not imply 
member will be drawn only from the "top ten per cent" 
of their high school graduating classes. This college is 
established to serve a broader public need for educating 
many young people who have the motivation and the 
creative power to gain appreciable benefits from the 
work leading to an A.B. degree. 
Students will be expected to have a genuine convic-
tion that they will find at Grand Valley an education 
w~ich will fit their desires and needs. Academic prepar-
at10n should include a minimum of three and preferably 
four years of English, and a well-rounded selection of 
other academic subjects. Reading and writing skills 
must be adequate for students to do college work. 
Achievement and aptitude tests may be required. The 
college will be searching for able surprises - students 
with a talent for creativity who give promise of rising 
to the challenge of an imaginative college program. 
Grand Valley will also screen applicants to determine 
that they meet minimum health standards and that 
they have the character necessary to be honorable and 
mature members of the college community. 
Accreditation of the college will be established as soon 
as pos~ibl~ under prescribed ~rocedures of the accrediting 
orgamzat10n. In the meantime, students who desire to 
do so may transfer to other state institutions on a pro-
visional basis, and may enter with advanced standing 
colleges in other parts of the country after passing a 
qualifying examination. 
The people of the state of Michigan through taxes 
will bear most of the cost of building and operating 
this college. As in other state-supported colleges, tuition 
will cover probably no more than one-fourth of the 
operating costs alone. The tuition and fees at Grand 
Valley, if kept in line with prevailing state practice, will 
be between $70 and $93 each quarter-term for a student 
who is a qualified resident of the state. To the extent 
possible, loans or scholarships will be arranged for 
those who need help. 
A student at Grand Valley in the time required to 
earn his degree will be able to save a substantial part of 
the usual costs by living at home and commuting to the 
campus, even after allowing for meals on campus and 
transportation expense. 
High school students presently in the classes of 1963 
who are desirous of making their plans for college, if 
they think of Grand Valley, may wonder what it will be 
like to be one of its pioneer students. A better intro-
duction for them to the experience it will be must await 
the conclusion of more definite plans as the day of open-
ing nears. Even the plans described in this booklet may 
be modified before that day. But the students to whom 
these preliminary plans appeal may see that these un-
certainties are natural to pioneering and essential to 
the excitement of it, and in particular, to the excite-
ment of being in the very first class of a new college just 
opening its doors. 
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